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SUBJ: SOVIET-BANGLADESH RELATIONS: SPECIAL ENVOY VISITS MOSCOW 

1. SUMMARY. A "SPECIAL ENVOY" FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OP BANGLADESH, M. AHMED, MET WITH SOVIET OPPICIALS 
LAST WEEK TO DISCUSS MULTILATERAL AND BILATERAL 
QUESTION, INCLUDING SOVIET AID PROJECTS. WE 
SURMISE THAT HIS PRIMARY PURPOSE WAS TO REASSURE 
THE SOVIETS THAT THE EARLY RECOGNITION BY PAKISTAN 
AND CHINA DID NOT SIGNIFY AND SHIFT IN DACCA'S 
FOREIGN POLICY. END SUMMARY. 

2. EMBOPF CALLED ON BANGLADESH CHARGE MAHBUBAL HUK ON 
SEPTEMBER 25 TO DISCUSS SOVIET-BANGLADESH RELATIONS 
AND THE RECENT VISIT BY THE SPECIAL ENVOY, WHO WAS IN 
MOSCOW SEPTEMBER 16-19. DURING HIS VISIT, MR. AHMED 
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MET WITH SUPREME SOVIET DEPUTY CHAIRMAN KLYCHEV 
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AND WITH DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER EIRYUBIN (PRAVDA 
SEPTEMBER 20). 

3. HUK, WHO WNET WITH AHMED ON THESE CALLS, SAID THAT 
THEIR MAIN PURPOSE WAS TO DISCUSS "MATTERS OE MUTUAL 
INTEREST." HUK SAID THAT THESE INCLUDED INTERNATIONAL 
AEFAIRS GENERALLY (THE MIDDLE EAST, UN MATTERS) REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENTS (INDIAN OCEAN AND SOUTH ASIA), AND BILATERAL 
AEFAIRS (SOVIET AID TO BANGLADESH). ON THE LATTER 
POINT, HUK SAID THAT NEW SOVIET AID HAD NOT BEEN 
DISCUSSED, AND THAT THE REPAYMENT OE THE 1973 GRAIN 
LOAN HAD LIKEWISE NOT COME UP. THE TALKS CONCERNED 
SOVIET PROJECTS ALREADY UNDERWAY OR PLANNED. HUK 
LINKED THE TOPICS TO THOSE DISCUSSED BY A BANGLADESH 
BANKERS DELEGATION WHICH LEET MOSCOW ON AUGUST 14, 

JUST BEEORE THE COUP. 

3. CONCERNING SOVIET ATTITUDES TOWARD THE COUP, HUK 
PELT THAT THE SOVIETS HAD RESERVED JUDGMENT IN THEIR 
PUBLIC TREATEMTN, BUT WERE NOW COMING AROUND TO ACCEPT 
THE NEW REGIME. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE PRESS HAD 
IMPLICITLY CRITIZICED THE COUP ITSELP AND THE KILLING 

OP MUJIB, BUT HAD ALSO REPLAYED WITHOUT CRITICAL 
COMMENT THE VIEWS OP THE NEW LEADERS ON THE CAUSES 
AND OBJECTIVES OP THE CHANGE. THE SOVIETS HAVE NOT 
IMPLIED ANY CRITICISM OP PRESIDENT MUSHTQQUE, HUK 
POINTED OUT. THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR WULD SOON BE 
RETURNING TO DACCA, SAID HUK, AND A NEW BANGLADESH 
AMBASSADOR SHOULD BE COMING TO MOSCOW IN THE 
NOT-TOO-DISTANT PUTURE. THE POST HAD BEEN VACANT POR 
OVER TWO MONTHS, HE SAID, BUT HE THOUGHT THAT THE MAN 
NOMINATED BEFORE THE COUP WOULD PROBABLY BE APPROVED. 

4. ASKED ABOUT ALLEGATIONS OP OUTSIDE INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE COUP, ESPECIALLY THOSE IN THE INDIAN LEPTIST PRESS, 

HUK SAID THE THOUGHT THEY WERE "BASED ON PANTASY." 

HIS IMPRESSION WAS THAT THE COUP ARRANGEMENTS HAD BEEN 
VERY PRIVATE AND TIGHTLY CONTROLLED WITHIN THE CIRCLE 
OP PARTICIPANTS. THE SOVIETS AND THE INDIANS WERE, NOT 
SURPRISNINGLY, SUSPICIOUS ABOUT THE EARLY RECOGNITION 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 MOSCOW I38I3 26I74IZ 

BY PAKISTAN AND CHINA. BUT BANGLADESH CAN HARDLY BE 
BLAMEND POR DECISION BY THOSE GOVERNMENTS, SAID HUK. 

IN BOTH CASES THE PROCESS OF NORMALIZING RELATIONS HAD 
BEEN GOING ON FOR MANY MONTHS UNDER THE PREVIOUS REGIME. 
THE CHANGE IN DACCA, IN HUK'S VIEW, PROVIDED AN 
OPPORTUNITY POR BOTH COUNTRIES TO CORRECT THEIR 
EALIER MISTAKES AND TO EARN SOME GOOD WILL WITH 
THE NEW GOVERNMENT. HUK STRESSED THAT IN BOTH CASES 
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THE DECISION WAS NOT DACCA'S AND THAT THESE 
NORMALIZATIONS DID NOT SIGNIFY ANY SHIFT IN BANGLADESH 
FOREIGN POLICY. WITH PAKISTAN, FOR EXAMPLE, THE 
QUESTIONS OF DIVIDING THE ASSETS FROM 1971 AND 
REPATRIATING THE 100,000 OR SO "BIHARIS " REMAINED 
UNRESOLVED, ALTHOUGH THE BENGALEESE HOPED THAT 
PAKISTAN'S EARLY RECOGNITION WOULD SIGNIFY A NEW 
WILLINGNESS TO RESOLVE THESE ISSUES. BANGLADESH 
WILL, AS BEFORE, SEEK GOOD RELATIONS WITH ALT. 

COUNTRIES WHICH ARE WILLING TO RECIPROCATE, SAID 

HUK. IN THE SIX WEEKS SINCE THE COUP, SOVIET AND 

INDIAN SUSPICIONS SEEM TO HAVE EASED OFF, HUK REITERATED. 

5. ACCORDING TO HUK, SPECIAL ENVOY AHMED WAS ORGINALLY 
SCHEDULED TO COME TO MOSCOW ANYWAY FOR THE AFRO- ASIAN 
SOLIDARITY MEETING. HE IS AN OFFICAL OF THE RULING 
PARTY, AND A MEMBER OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL, BUT HOLDS 
NO GOVERNMENT PORTFOLIO, SAID HUK. HE HAD ONCE ACTED 

AS A SPECIAL ENVOY TO EASTERN EUROPE UNDER THE OLD REGIME. 

6. COMMENT: AHMED'S MAIN PURPOSE, WE GATHER, WAS 
TO REASSURE THE SOVIETS ABOUT DACCA'S CONTINUED 
COMMITMENT TO NON-ALIGNMENT AND TO ALLAY MOSCOW'S 
CONCERN ABOUT CHINESE AND PAKISTANI MOVES. 

BY TAKING ADVANTAGE OF A VISIT WHICH WAS ALREADY 
SCHEDULED, AND DEISGNATING AHMED A "SPECIAL ENVOY," 

DACCA WAS ABLE TO GET AROUND THE ABSENCE OF ITS 
AMBASSADOR, BUT STILL INSURE THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD 
PAY PROPER ATTENTION TO THE MAN AND HIS MESSAGE. 

MATLOCK 
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